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11 the face of it, the defmmon
for pornagraphy ﬁts tins show
= as snugly as Buffalo jeansona
% glar!t billboard. According to Webster’s
New World Dictionary, pornography is
material that depicts erofic behaviour
‘and is intended to cause sexual excite-
._.ment -And certainly the works on view
“at Galerie Ta Pentrale titled Positions,.
gre more than just atad explicit.
- Ttwouldbe hard to be more up-front
‘ ,hat Montreal artist Boreen Witten-§
i of ‘the three ymmg v& gman

i londe stares w1de eyed at EIS fmm Wit-
H0ls "-gouach '_th the 3888Y,

Golden halr a pastrv confection of
fereamy brush work. All the while, she
Inonchalantly holds the Hip of a disem-
thodied penis, as erect as a classical col-
fumn, as if it were alollipop.

1 Inanother work titled Green With
] Envy we are confronted haad on by ay

fmore closely, we see that the flgm
¥sporting a chic little jacket, is. o&dly

As mucﬂ ah : at pamtmgas erﬂtzﬁlsm“ Shf{ by Sel 3?.:3. Ei@éa :

@mm amgﬁg W@ﬂ{S are @X}jﬂdf& but

{woman’s spread legs. When we lookf

iblurred. The dramaticaﬂy exposedf§ 1
‘vagina, Welcommg viewarslike g sec-§ Iy
ond mouth, consists of but a'fe- defif

Meanwhile, Mantreale" Se}en

- 0ils seem: laden with meaning Ina

work titled Interipy, we. encmmier a
full-length nude woman lying onher

‘hack atop a wooden hobby horse. This
exercise ta}{eb place in a room: with

windows on to the sireet just bevond.

The woman’s skin ig skilfully painied
in layers of brown and beige. And I it
weren't for the biank look on the sub-
ject’s face, we might even think 1
she were undergoing torture, The hob-

by horse isn't all that form- flfimgg. but

this image might appeal to people wi
their own special definition of her
powerasit is an archetype of male sex-
uality. The unfortunate woman, Wi
slightly unconvincing anaaon’uc ﬁe-
tails, herself seems stiff as woorl.

There s aisa a reszdﬁe G:E sadzgm in

“drawings titled Spank They recsll

some of the works in the recent Picas-

- so Erotigue show at the Montreal Mu-
Toronto-based &

seum of Fine Arts. °
Rousseau includes in her sevies a few

- good glris, a,ucn as the sm ﬁmg iaeam Iy o

;wor}d ef ‘men
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the history of art. Whaiﬁeald Bé'iﬁéi:e
‘ergticthat ’I‘mzm 's Venus With Organ :

Plavez ‘and this. aven: ‘mthem close_ups
of sexualorifices oranimpengding siap
on-thebuttocks? infact, the relation-
ship of this. art with porp‘ogra@hy =
might be just skin desep. Putting a
damper on the fires is the text accoin-
panyving the current show in which we

Tead that the three woman artists were

reseavching pornography, notactually
making-it. The didaecticism puis a
damper on the potential evoticism.
Ultimately the show is not'so much
apouiabout pornography as with the
sensual process of paintingandthe avt
of representation. Links with the rec&
vom’en and sLereo--
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